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IF YOU WANT TO CULTIVATE PEACE, PROTECT CREATION 

 

    1.    At the beginning of this New Year, I wish to offer heartfelt greetings of 

peace to all Christian communities, international leaders, and people of good 

will throughout the world. For this XLIII World Day of Peace I have chosen 

the theme: If You Want to Cultivate Peace, Protect Creation. Respect for 

creation is of immense consequence, not least because “creation is the 

beginning and the foundation of all God’s works”,[1] and its preservation has 

now become essential for the pacific coexistence of mankind. Man’s 

inhumanity to man has given rise to numerous threats to peace and to 

authentic and integral human development – wars, international and regional 

conflicts, acts of terrorism, and violations of human rights. Yet no less 

troubling are the threats arising from the neglect – if not downright misuse – 

of the earth and the natural goods that God has given us. For this reason, it is 

imperative that mankind renew and strengthen “that covenant between 

human beings and the environment, which should mirror the creative love of 

God, from whom we come and towards whom we are journeying”.[2] 

  

9. To be sure, among the basic problems which the international community 

has to address is that of energy resources and the development of joint and 

sustainable strategies to satisfy the energy needs of the present and future 

generations. This means that technologically advanced societies must be 

prepared to encourage more sober lifestyles, while reducing their energy 

consumption and improving its efficiency. At the same time there is a need to 

encourage research into, and utilization of, forms of energy with lower impact 

on the environment and “a world-wide redistribution of energy resources, so 

that countries lacking those resources can have access to them”.[20] The 

ecological crisis offers an historic opportunity to develop a common plan of 

action aimed at orienting the model of global development towards greater 

respect for creation and for an integral human development inspired by the 



values proper to charity in truth. I would advocate the adoption of a model of 

development based on the centrality of the human person, on the promotion 

and sharing of the common good, on responsibility, on a realization of our 

need for a changed life-style, and on prudence, the virtue which tells us what 

needs to be done today in view of what might happen tomorrow.[21] 

  

11. It is becoming more and more evident that the issue of environmental 

degradation challenges us to examine our life-style and the prevailing models 

of consumption and production, which are often unsustainable from a social, 

environmental and even economic point of view. We can no longer do without 

a real change of outlook which will result in new life-styles, “in which the quest 

for truth, beauty, goodness and communion with others for the sake of 

common growth are the factors which determine consumer choices, savings 

and investments”.[26] Education for peace must increasingly begin with far-

reaching decisions on the part of individuals, families, communities and 

states. We are all responsible for the protection and care of the environment. 

This responsibility knows no boundaries. In accordance with the principle of 

subsidiarity it is important for everyone to be committed at his or her proper 

level, working to overcome the prevalence of particular interests. A special role 

in raising awareness and in formation belongs to the different groups present 

in civil society and to the non-governmental organizations which work with 

determination and generosity for the spread of ecological responsibility, 

responsibility which should be ever more deeply anchored in respect for 

“human ecology”. The media also have a responsibility in this regard to offer 

positive and inspiring models. In a word, concern for the environment calls for 

a broad global vision of the world; a responsible common effort to move 

beyond approaches based on selfish nationalistic interests towards a vision 

constantly open to the needs of all peoples. We cannot remain indifferent to 

what is happening around us, for the deterioration of any one part of the 

planet affects us all. Relationships between individuals, social groups and 

states, like those between human beings and the environment, must be 

marked by respect and “charity in truth”. In this broader context one can only 

encourage the efforts of the international community to ensure progressive 

disarmament and a world free of nuclear weapons, whose presence alone 

threatens the life of the planet and the ongoing integral development of the 

present generation and of generations yet to come. 



 

12. The Church has a responsibility towards creation, and she considers it her 

duty to exercise that responsibility in public life, in order to protect earth, 

water and air as gifts of God the Creator meant for everyone, and above all to 

save mankind from the danger of self-destruction. The degradation of nature 

is closely linked to the cultural models shaping human coexistence: 

consequently, “when ‘human ecology’ is respected within society, 

environmental ecology also benefits”.[27] Young people cannot be asked to 

respect the environment if they are not helped, within families and society as a 

whole, to respect themselves. The book of nature is one and indivisible; it 

includes not only the environment but also individual, family and social 

ethics.[28] Our duties towards the environment flow from our duties towards 

the person, considered both individually and in relation to others.  Hence I 

readily encourage efforts to promote a greater sense of ecological 

responsibility which, as I indicated in my Encyclical Caritas in Veritate, would 

safeguard an authentic “human ecology” and thus forcefully reaffirm the 

inviolability of human life at every stage and in every condition, the dignity of 

the person and the unique mission of the family, where one is trained in love 

of neighbour and respect for nature.[29] There is a need to safeguard the 

human patrimony of society. This patrimony of values originates in and is part 

of the natural moral law, which is the foundation of respect for the human 

person and creation. 
 

For the complete text of the message “If You Want To Cultivate Peace, Protect 

Creation”, click here:  

World Day of Peace Message 


