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From our Leaders: 
Please accept our greetings and strong hugs. 
While we wait for spring, we must remember that: 

"People should understand themselves as 
part of a larger community-- both global and 
cosmic.'     (Leonardo Boff) 

Climate changes make us remember that 
everything is interrelated and interdependent. 
God bless everyone.            Juan, Pablo & Kevin 

 

Noviciate Community -- Asunción 

Please excuse the fact that we did not send in an 
article last month; it´s certainly not because there 
isn´t a lot going on here at the Novitiate in 
Asunción, Paraguay. 

First of all, June and July mark the middle of the 
novitiate year  a time of mid-year self-
evaluations, retreat, and days of reflection.  
During this time, the three novices left the 
novitiate: Alfredo Ignacio at the end of June, 
Amaximandro Llatas at the beginning of July, and 
Adelfo Arévalo on July 23rd.  There is always a bit 
of sadness and regret when someone leaves the 
formation program, but it is a healthy part of the 
formation process and with these three young 
men the decisions were mature and well thought 
out.  We express our thanks to each of them and 
send them our prayers as they continue to 
discover the will of God in their lives.   

At the end of July, Bro. Chuck Fitzsimmons 
finished his half-year sabbatical and moved into a 
small house in the midst of the poor area where 
the Brothers work here in Asunción ï a place 
called ñEl Ba¶ado.ò   The word ñBa¶adoò means 
an area subject to flooding, being on the shore of 
the major river here.  He is only a 25 minute walk 
away from the novitiate community, and there is 
constant communication with him, including a 
once-a-week shared prayer and meal together.  
Chuck´s ministry will be to live in the midst of that 
section of the city while continuing his ministry of 
working with youth who have had problems with 
the law, those in risk of such problems, teaching  

 

 

Br. Chuck Fitzsimmons in front of the small house in 
the Bañado where he has taken up residence 

recently after ending his sabbatical. 

English, being on the national commission for 
vocations, working with the local Network of 
Social Services, and with the very active parish 
organization.  It is a wonderful opportunity for one 
of the Brothers to live and serve in this way ï as 
we say, to try a new way of being Church.   We 
wish him well.   

Bro. Jack Casey continues to work with the Basic 
Christian Communities in ñEl Ba¶adoò; he is also 
a member of the Parish Council there, visits 
families of people in need, and has initiated 
publishing a monthly parish bulletin. 

Recently, Bro. Kevin Bernard, as part of his work 
as a member of the Regional Leadership Team, 
visited Cochabamba, Bolivia.  He returned very 
positively impressed with the work the eight 
Brothers there do with street children and with 
their hospitality and spirit. 

 

Colegio Stella Maris -- Montevideo 

Our national soccer team has brought great joy 
and a very special one this winter: theyôve 
entertained and given an example of teamwork, 
respect, tolerance, humbleness, and happiness. 
All these being values we should take into 
account in our daily lives. 



Kids from our school were enthusiastic 
participants of this big party that all Uruguayans 
lived. We watched and cheered some of 
Uruguayôs matches in school; kids wore the 
national soccer shirt and during breaks waved our 
flag singing ñSoy Celesteò. 

Young Uruguayan soccer fans from Stella Maris 
School cheered on their team in the World Cup. 

Our society was deeply transformed by the 
example set, sports wise and otherwise. Our 
educational community, following Edmund Riceôs 
path, reflects on the fact that whatever the results 
may be, a lesson may be learnt. We quote what 
Edmund said: ñOne thing you may be sure of, that 
whilst you work for God, whether you succeed or 
not, God will amply reward youò.   

 

Hno. Edmundo Community -- Lima 

We have implemented a program to assist high-
risk youths who have no organized family life. 
This program is running in the evening with high 
school students promoted by Brother Luis 
Enrique Ayala. We also have the group Friends of 
Edmund Rice, who are young people, restless to 
learn more about the work of the Brothers and to 
experience something different than that offered 
by the local society here in the barrio de Arriba 
Peru. 

Another type of organization that has been 
created is the alumni group Followers of Edmund 
Rice, who collaborate with the internal and 

external ministries of the school. At the same 
time, the Pastoral promotes activities that 

encourage 
integration and 
healthy living 
through teams of 
students and 
teachers. There is 
one ñchallengeò per 
month, covering 
skills, supportive 
games, artistic and 
academic projects. 

One of the most emblematic challenges of the 
first semester of this year, was the Outreach 
Challenge in which students had to collect 
recyclable bottles. A total of 1600 kilograms 

achieve together, and when sold, they collected 
the sum of S/.1 795.00 Nuevos Soles 
(U.S.$640.00), whose amount was donated 
equally to two families with urgent needs. This 
challenge to mobilize the participation of parents, 
students and tutors, who roamed the streets, the 
center of Lima, the mountain and all unlikely 
places imaginable in search of their prized bottles 
to recycle.  

EXTERNAL PASTORAL MINISTRY 

With the slogan: "They set off with Faith and 
returned with great Joy, our school, Fe y Alegría 
26 is committed to the local community of Canto 
Grande and is in solidarity with the needy 

Fe y Alegría students with a group of youngsters who 
benefit from the social outreach programs the school 

develops in their neighborhood. 

We start with the firm conviction of proclaiming 
the Gospel looking to Heaven, but with our feet 
on the ground, affirming the commitment of 
service to the needy. With great joy we note that it 
embodies our educational training and is effective 
in the contact of our students with children, both 
in the Yancana Huasy special ed. shelter, as in 
the various libraries and playgrounds where the 
students volunteer to teach children who come to 
their academic activities. The ñmissionariesò write 
their experiences in a daily journal, where the 
profound experiences that they are having are 
recorded. In the words of Blessed Edmund Rice, 
"the seed is springing up." 

The work of monitoring and tracking is done by 
the Pastoral Team and the Principal in close 
collaboration with the Parish Office of Social 
Action. The first phase concluded in July with 
successful experiences of the students and their 
parents, and in August, we are initiating the 
second phase until November, the date on which 
there will be a gathering with all of the children 
benefitting from our mission, thus closing the first 
year of Mission. 
 
PROYECT EXPO FAITH--2010 

Collecting bottles 



Commemorating the celebration of our 30 years 
as a school, on June 27, we witnessed a 
memorable experience related to our Christian 
faith: an exhibition of Christian art done by the 
students in which all activities were geared 
towards evangelization. The ceremony began 
with the procession of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
along the main street of the neighborhood and 
then continued onto the school premises. It was 
possible to observe the diverse creativity and 
commitment of students: theater performances, 
models, paintings, murals, videos, puppets, 
games and other materials. 

The Marian procession passed in front of the school, 
through the neighborhood and finally back to the 

school to begin Expo Faith. 

It was an experience that filled us with 
enthusiasm and appreciation for the participation 
of parents, students, teachers, Brothers, partners 
and parish chapels. 

An animated Fe y Alegría student explains the great 
architectural and religious attractions in the Vatican 

using a model of St. Peter´s Basilica. 

 

Continuing our mission with joy and dedication, 
we offered a project in the community of 
Jicamarca with a solidarity action called Moving 
Dreams with Edmund which consisted of 

educational and recreational activities. In addition, 
Brothers Williams, Luis Enrique and Diego took 

the group Friends of Edmund Rice on a mission 

to Huaral for catechesis, games, dynamics, 
songs, a puppet show and others. 

The celebration for the 30th anniversary of the 
founding of Fe y Alegría 26 school is 
approaching, and soon you will receive your 
respective invitations. 

 

Cardenal Newman School--Buenos Aires  

Preparations have already started for the 
upcoming beatification of the man chosen by the 
Christian Brothers to be the patron of our school: 
John Henry Newman.  Brother Patrick Payne is 
researching the life of this exemplary man 
devoted to the search for truth and the catechists 
of the school team are organizing themselves 
also to celebrate this great event with the whole 
community.  

On 11 August, the 120th anniversary of the death 
of Newman, a former student Jaime Morea 
celebrated a Mass at the school in which he 
recalled especially the testimony of faith and 
courage. At the same time, plans are under way 
to hold another mass on 20 September (the day 
after the beatification). 

Three students have already been designated 
and will be accompanied by a school authority to 
attend the leadership meeting to be held in the 
city of Miami. The youth men travel in order to 
deepen their knowledge of social and ecological 
justice and feel part of this global network that 
connects students from different schools of the 
Congregation throughout the world.  

Retreat leaders of the diocese held a retreat with 
the participation of managers throughout the 
Diocese of San Isidro. The meeting, led by the 
Bishop of San Isidro and his coadjutor bishop, 
seeks to strengthen the feeling of belonging and 
commitment to education in the context of Gospel 
values rooted in Christian life. 

 

Formation Community ï Itaguá, Paraguay 

On June the first the community had their 
traditional lunch in the Education Center for 
inmates and staff to commemorate the birth of 
Blessed Edmund, and finished with some 
delicious cakes. Before lunch, Brother Chuck 
Fitzsimmons entertained the inmates with songs 
and games. Over the past two months the 
community spent a lot of time discerning the need 
for self knowledge and personal growth, mission 
and its impact on community life. With the help of 
professionals we share our way of living with 
other people who do not necessarily want to be 
religious.  



Aspirants Teodoro, Cristhian (standing) and 
Julián (sitting) with Br. Miguel. 

The candidates participated in a three-day 
workshop on Sexuality and Affectivity; they 
considered it an opportunity to get to know each 
other better. Then they continued the theme at 
the annual meeting of religious in Paraguay.  
Finally, they made a retreat to deepen and 
personalize the issues mentioned above. Teodoro 
and Cristhian visited their families for a few days 
during the winter break. It is important for them to 
share their experiences with their families and 
bring them up to date on community events. 
During these months the community went to visit 
a center for people with special abilities in the 
Bañado, supported by the social ministry. The 
community was very impressed by the 
commitment of professionals and volunteers. 
There are ninety people under seventeen and 
seventy of them are elderly with different types of 
disabilities. The visit touched the soul of the 
community members. Each one was very grateful 
to God and had an appreciation of the gifts God 
has given us. 

 

Community eleven36 ï Cochabamba - Bol.  

Greetings to all the readers of the newsletter. We 
want to welcome our dear Xavier Sullivan, who 
returned from the U.S. on July 15. That same day, 
Kevin Bernard came from Paraguay to meet with 
the young Brothers: Alberto Cumbreras, Bruno 
Rodríguez, Elser Llanos, Renato Llerena and 
Francisco Tuiro, and to visit the community. On 
Saturday, Kevin and the young Brothers went to 
Tarata and had a great time together. On Sunday 
we celebrated the arrival of both Xavier and 
Kevin, with a good lunch. 

Bruno went to a meeting of young religious in 
Santa Cruz where he was elected national 
secretary of the group! We celebrated the 

birthday of Renato on the 27 with a Mass and 
then enjoyed tasty pizza, thanks to the culinary 
skills of Xavier. 

Here we recount an encounter which gives a 
sample of our daily lives:  

A few days ago, walking toward the centre of the 
city from "La Cancha" (Central Market), where I 
work, a man of medium height, a beggar 
appeared in the crowd. He had a very old blue 
shirt, a pair of tattered dirty jeans and no shoes. 
He was unshaven, his hair short and he was 
eating something from a bag. When he 
approached me, I noticed that he could hardly 
walk; it was as if he were walking barefoot on hot 
pavement for the first time. After he passed, I 
turned to look back and immediately noticed the 
tattoo on his neck -- a kind of symbol like an eye 
between two wings. He crossed the street and 
picked up a bag of empty soda and drank what 
was left and threw it back 
to the ground and walked 
away. I decided to give 
him some water, and 
walked quickly to 
overtake him and get 
water. Then I looked 
down the avenue and 
found him; I touched his arm and said, "Stop a 
moment and take this water!". While drinking the 
water, I asked: "What are you doing and where 
you live?"  To which he replied, "I do many things, 
I make lots of things ..." To read more, visit our 
blog: http://yayaicubolivia.blogspot.com.  

 

Cochabamba Center Community 

The CEHM (Brother Manolo Centre) offered a 
workshop on the theme of "Nonviolent 
Communication" directed by Evan Cuthbert, who 
is a Maryknoll lay volunteer. We celebrated the 
Independence Day of Peru on July 28 and of 
Bolivia on August 6. 

The community went to Villa Tunari in the 
Chapare. We spent two very happy days together 
despite the fact that some attractions were closed 
for maintenance. Thanks to Xavier for looking 
after the house in our absence. 

On August 1 Alberto, Bruno and Renato went to 
live in the south of the city in the neighborhood 
"October 20" which is 10 km from downtown. We 
commend their bravery and dedication. We hope 
the experience will be fruitful for them and for the 
Congregation. The build up to the feast of Our 
Lady, Virgin de Urkupiña, August 15th is being 
celebrated. 



The Cochabamba-based Brothers on an outing to the 
Villa Tunari in the Chapare region of Bolivia. 

 

La Esperanza Community - Chimbote, Peru 
Greetings to all members of the Edmund Rice 
family. The city of Chimbote is experiencing the 
coldest winter in history, a product of lower 
temperatures coming from the South Pole, 
affecting the whole population, especially the 
poorest, who have to contend with this 
unaccustomed inclement weather. 

The Brothers, in spite of this, are giving warmth to 
our mission and bringing the message of Edmund 
Rice to all the people we contact daily. The artist 
has finished painting images of the Chimu culture 
on the concrete stands in the sports area. There 
are images of birds, fish and humans that have 
been copied from those found in the ancient 
adobe city, Chan Chan, not too far from 
Chimbote.

 
Colorful Chimú pictographs were painted on the 

stands; in the background, you can see the 
renovated pergolas which give nice shade. 

 

The parents´ Olympics started on Sunday, Aug. 
15 and include the disciplines of soccer, 
volleyball, chess, track, table tennis and 
basketball. Seven trees have been planted in 
front of the soccer field and some parents and 

teachers are the sponsors who will take charge of 
their care and growth. 

 

Br. Vicent (rt.) blesses the tree donated by the 
teachers and administrative staff. In the background 
are the Edmund Rice murals that we are presenting 

each month in this newsletter. 

 

We are happy too because the delivery of nearly 
four tons of food that was collected in memory of 
Blessed Edmund has culminated.  

First-year sections have distributed presents to 
second year (and vice versa) and also to all fifth-
year students. This was done by the Religious 
Education teachers accompanied by Brother 
Alberto Llanos as a gesture of sharing in honor of 
our Mother Mary. 

Alberto and Hugo Cáceres are conducting 
retreats for the fifth year homerooms, who go 
outside the city for a day and live moments of 
prayer and sharing. 

A number of students in second and third year, 
were crowned track champions of the coastal 
area of our region; they traveled to the mountains 
of Huarás, with Prof. Luis Mostacero, Physical 
Education, to participate in interscholastic track 
competition on a regional area. 

Brother Sean Di Figlia, after a few days in the city 
of Trujillo on a personal "retreat", is now in the 
United States accompanying his father, Edward 
Frank Di Figlia who is in delicate health. 

Vincent Peragine continues to teach English to 
students in first, second, third and fourth years, 
but is resting for the moment from his college 
course that he teaches at San Pedro University 
due to its mid-year vacation. In the absence of 
Sean, he accompanies the Academic Director, 
Fernando Chu. 

Brother Alberto Llanos continues to teach 
Religious Education to second year and History 
and Geography to the afternoon shift. He is also 
taking conversational English classes some 
evenings.  Hugo went to the city of Casma to lead 


