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Criminal Justice Reform Decision

This week the Republican leadership in the House of Representatives will be
deciding whether to bring the criminal justice reform bills up for a vote this
September. Our interfaith coalition is organizing for our networks to contact our
representatives urging them to have this vote before the elections.
There is agreement that our criminal justice system does not work, breaks families
and communities, and costs the taxpayer far too much! If these vital reforms come to
the floor we would see meaningful change in the lives of thousands—and set the
tone to help millions in the future.
ACTION: Email or call your Representative and urge them to vote on and support

these bills below.
Background:
These bills move us away from a system of retribution to a system of redemption.
The Speaker and a bipartisan group of legislators would like to bring this package to
the floor later this month. We need to make sure politics doesn’t get in the way of
Congress creating a more just justice system! Although these reforms do not do
everything, they take a substantial, important first step in decreasing harmful
mandatory minimum sentences for nonviolent oﬀenders (Sentencing Reform Act
H.R.3713); improve facilities across the federal system (Recidivism Risk Reduction
Act H.R.759); and provide grants to nonprofits in states to provide much needed
support for reentering citizens (Second Chance Act H.R.3406).

Syria Day of Action and Prayer
Sept. 21, 2016
We encourage you to participate in this very important day and join
the movement for a just peace. You can participate by:
•

An Interfaith Prayer Service will be held at the Community

Church of New York on September 21st at 5:00 p.m. Join us!
•

Use the this Toolkit of resources with educational

backgrounders on just peace, nonviolent resistance, etc. and to
plan a prayer service or other activity in your community in
conjunction with the day.
•

Your congregation, organization or community can endorse

the interfaith Call for an End to the War in Syria, which will be
issued at a press conference prior to the service. To endorse,
contact GlobalDayforSyria@gmail.com.
•

Like and follow GDAPS us on social media at

Facebook.com/GlobalDayForSyria or using #GlobalDayForSyria.
Current co-sponsors:
Association of Trauma Outreach and Prevention (ATOP)

Meaningfulworld | Buddhist Council of New York | The Center and
Library for the Bible and Social Justice | Colomban Center for
Advocacy and Outreach | Community of Living Traditions at Stony
Point Center | Conference of Major Superiors of Men | Disciples
Peace Fellowship | Fellowship of Reconciliation | Franciscan Action
Network | Global Ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) and United Church of Christ | Interfaith Center of New York |
JPIC Committee, Passionists of North America | Kolot
Chayeinu/Voices of Our Lives | Leadership Conference of Women
Religious | Maryknoll Oﬃce for Global Concerns | Mennonite
Central Committee U.S. | Muslim Peace Fellowship | Pax Christi
International | Pax Christi Long Island | Pax Christi USA |
Presbyterian Church (USA) | Presbyterian Peace Fellowship |
Refugee & Immigration Ministries, Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) | United Church of Christ, Justice and Witness Ministries |
United Methodist Church, General Board of Church and Society.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
The Conference of Major Superiors of Men (CMSM) supports and offers resources for U.S. leaders
of Catholic men’s religious institutes. CMSM promotes dialogue and collaboration on issues of
religious life as well as peace and justice issues with major groups in church and society. There are
about 17,000 religious priests and brothers in the United States.
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